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The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation met in Washington, D.C., 
November 6-7, 1974. Summaries of significant actions and reports are 
included below: 


DIGEST OF SECTION 106 CASE 


St. Mary's Seminary - Open Space Clearance, Baltimore Maryland 
Department of Houstng and Urban Development 


Amendment to urban renewal plan requiring demolition of St. Mary's 
Seminary Building for open space. 


Wattonal Register Properties Involved. St. Mary's Seminary Building, 
St. Mary's Seminary Chapel, and Mother Seton House. 


Facets. On July 1, 1973, the Department of Housing and Urban Development 

(HUD) approved an amendment to the fourth Action Year Plan for the Orchard-- 
Biddle Neighborhood Development Project in Baltimore. The amendment called 
for demolition of the St. Mary's Seminary Building for development of a 

small neighborhood park. On February 1, 1974, after approval of the amend- 
ment, but prior to initiation of any work on the site, HUD determined that 

the undertaking required compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act. On April 2, 1974, HUD requested the comments of the 
Council. At its regular meeting of November 6-7, 1974, the Council considered 
the undertaking. 


Findings. The Council found that demolition of the St. Mary's Seminary 
Building would adversely affect this property and would adversely affect the 
St. Mary's Chapel and the Mother Seton House by altering their traditional 
environment. The Council further found that alternatives to demolition had 
been discussed, including adaptation of the Seminary to State office space 
or a neighborhood community center. However, it was unclear whether all 
alternatives for retention of the building had been thoroughly explored. 


The Counetl ts an independent unit of the Executive Branch of the Federal 
Government charged by the Act of October 15, 1966, to advise the Prestdent 
and Congress in the field of Historic Preservation. 


Conelustons. In view of the change of conditions in the past two years 
that might favor retention and utilization of the building for other 
purposes, the Council recommended that HUD take all possible action to 
encourage one final effort to seek a viable alternative to demolition 
of the St. Mary's Seminary Building. 


Agency Response. None at this time (December 27, 1974). 
STATUS OF EARLIER 106 CASES BEFORE THE COUNCIL 


Federal Home Loan Bank Board Building, Washington, D.C. 
General Services Admintstration . 


Alternate design schemes incorporating the Riggs Bank and the Winder 

Building Annex into the design for the Federal Home Loan Bank Board Building 

at 17th and G Streets, Washington, D.C., were not feasible, according to 

a report from GSA, and both buildings have been demolished. Design features 

of the Riggs Bank will be worked into the design of the proposed building. 

GSA is presently reviewing a feasibility study on the renovation of the 

Winder Building, at 17th and F Streets, which will be forwarded to the Advisory 
Council staff for consideration. 


Customs House, Wilmtngton, Delaware - General Services Admintstration 


The Advisory Council commented on the proposed demolition of the Wilmington 
Customs House as part of an urban renewal project in November of 1971. 

At that time the Council recommended that GSA make a special effort to seek 
viable preservation plans as an alternative. According to recent reports, 
tue city of Wilmington is working out the details of a plan to retain the 
building as part of a Customs House Mall. 


Old Fost Office, Washington, D.C. - General Services Administratton 


In February of 1970 the Council commented on the proposal to demolish the 
Cld Post Office as part of the completion of the Federal Triangle. The 
Council concluded that the building, located at 12th Street and Pennsyl- 
vania ‘venue and thus included in the Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic 
Site, should be preserved in its entirety and that GSA should be receptive 
to pl»ins for its preservation. In September 1974, the National Endowment 
for tue Arts, in cooperation with GSA, completed a feasibility study for the 
renovi tion of the landmark building. The study provides for a mixture of 
uses, including Federal and District governmental offices, organizations, 
sheps restaurants, arts and crafts exhibits, and public events related to 
culture and art. 


ADDRESS - DENVER OFFICE ADVISORY COUNCIL 


Please note that the current address for the Denver office of the Advisory 
Council is: Post Office Box 25085, Denver, Colorado 80225. Mail addressed 
to the old Belmar Station address is being returned to the sender. 
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INTERAGENCY COORDINATION ACTIVITIES 


Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 


In a coordinated effort, preservation agencies are alerting some 1200 
prospective recipients of funds ($8.4 billion through FY 1977) under the 
Community Development Act of 1974 to their responsibility to include pro- 
grams and activities that will contribute to the preservation and enhance- 
ment of historically and architecturally significant buildings and districts. 


The Advisory Council bulletin mailed to the chief executives of these 1200 
eligible communities--in cooperation with the National League of Cities, 

who supplied the list--reminds tham that in order to receive a Community 
Development Block Grant each local chief executive must submit a certifi- 
cation in which he consents to accept legal responsibilities under that Act. 
Under HUD's procedures, published in the Federal Register, November 13, 1974, 
the chief executive is responsible for fulfilling all of HUD's responsibili- 
ties under the National Historic Preservation Act, Executive Order 11593, 
"Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment," and the Advisory 
Council's Procedures for the Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties." 
Community responsibility for the consideration of historic resources should 
be undertaken during the environmental assessment process and prior to any 
decision as to whether or not an environmental impact statement is to be 
prepared. Responsibility for compliance with the Advisory Council's pro- 
cedures must be satisfied prior to submission of certification to HUD. 
Enclosed with the bulletin were the name and address of the particular 

State Historic Preservation Officer, a copy of the Council's Procedures 

for Compliance, and a chart showing the step-by-step process. 


The Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation, National Park Service, 
mailed a packet of information to each State Historic Preservation Officer 
containing a copy of the law, a summary of the Act, a list of State officials 
administering 701 grants, HUD Environmental Review Procedures, a Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking for Community Development Block Grants, and a Directory 
of Recipients. This single block grant replaces the previously individual 
HUD categorical grant programs, but Comprehensive Planning Assistance 
(Section 701) is continued as a separate program under the Act. Eligible 
activities are planning surveys, determination of preliminary cost estimates 
for rehabilitation or restoration of significant buildings or districts, and 
preparation of historic district legislation. 


The National Trust for Historic Preservation in Preservation News, with a 
circulation of 65,000, will carry an article on the Act in a forthcoming issue. 


American Revolution Bicentennial Administration 

The American Revolution Bicentennial Administration, in conjunction with the 
Advisory Council staff, has worked out procedures to achieve historic pres- 
ervation objectives in the implementation of Bicentennial projects. The 
ARBA guidelines circulated to all State Bicentennial Commissions request that 


prior to seeking ARBA grant assistance, at the earliest stages of plan- 
ning, they consult the State Historic Preservation Officer to determine 
whether the project will affect National Register properties or proper- 
ties eligible for inclusion in the Register, and to include in the grant 
application the written views of the Preservation Officer regarding such 
effects. The Advisory Council on its part is communicating with each State 
Historic Preservation Officer to request cooperation in implementing the 
compliance procedures in connection with ARBA grants. 


Department of Justtce 


Working with the Department of Justice, the staff has given briefings 

to U.S. Attorneys on Federal historic preservation laws and the Council's 
procedures. These briefings have been included in environmental law con- 
ferences sponsored by the Department of Justice for its attorneys on both 

the Fast and West coasts. This interest in the legal issues of preservation 
has been sparked by the increase of lawsuits brought against Federal agencies 
under the National Historic Preservation Act and Executive Order 11593. Cur- 
rently, there are about 25 cases pending in Federal courts involving agency 
noncompliance with their historic preservation responsibilities. Two recent 
cases, St. Albans Historical Soctety v. St. Albans Urban Renewal Authority 
and Phtladelphia Old Town Historical Soctety v. Philadelphia Renewal Authority. 
are particularly noteworthy as in each case the court and the Federal agency 
have acknowledged the Executive Order responsibilities of Federal agencies 
for protecting nonfederally owned properties that are eligible for inclusion 
in the National Register. 


HISTORIC DISTRICTS 


By three recent actions the Council has expressed its continuing interest 

in the question of historic districts--their definition, the possible need 
for broadening that definition as it now exists under National Register 
criteria, and the need for defining conservation or cultural districts. In 
May of 1973 and again in November 1973 the Advisory Council adopted a reso- 
lution that, in cooperation with the National Trust for Historic Preservation 
and the National Endowment for the Arts, it should examine the implications 
of the Task Force Report on Land Use and Urban Growth (see The Use of Land: 

A Citizens’ Poltcy Guide to Urban Growth, New York, Thomas Y. Crowell Com- 
pany, 1973) and consider ways to approach and plan control in historic 
districts. More recently, in August of 1974, the Council directed the 
Chairman to request the State Department to extend an invitation to UNESCO 
for the United States to host the 1976 UNESCO Conference on Historic Districts 


In implementation of the above resolutions, the Council will participate in 

an upcoming conference devoted to the broad questions of district conser- 
vation in September of 1975. To be held in New York City, the conference 

will be sponsored by the National Endowment for the Arts and the Conservation 
Foundation in conjunction with the city of New York and New York State. The 
Council will coordinate the participation of Federal agencies, and the Nationa 
Trust will play a part in terms of the private sector in planning. 


REVENUE SHARING AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 


Early this past year the Council staff distributed a questionnaire dealing 
with all aspects of State historic preservation programs to the State 
Historic Preservation Officers. The answers to the question, "Do you feel 
that revenue sharing as it now exists is advantageous or disadvantageous 

to historic preservation," and asking for specific examples provide the 
following statistics: 42 of the 46 States reporting, approximately 91 per 
cent, believe that revenue sharing has not benefited historic preservation 
in any way. Eighteen of the 46 States, 39 per cent, indicated that it 

was disadvantageous to historic preservation, and 7 of those 18 States 
pointed out that preservation projects competing with higher priority items 
are being left out. Eight of the 18 States expressed serious doubts as to 
the official status of revenue sharing funds once they are handed over to 

a local governmental body. In fact several State Historic Preservation 
Officers cited specific examples where revenue sharing funds, classified as 
"nonfederal,'' were used, or could be used, to destroy historic structures 
listed on the National Register. 


Five of the States believing revenue sharing to be disadvantageous pointed 
out that since revenue sharing apparently meant a reduction in the total 
amount of Federal funds available for preservation purposes, State and 

local preservation agencies and organizations were less willing to enter 
into any matching grant arrangements. One example given in North Carolina 
showed that an outstanding structure in Raleigh could have been acquired 

and refurbished with 50 per cent funding from the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development under the previous categorical grant programs and 50 per 
cent funding by the city. But now, under revenue sharing, the city approaches 
the funding as being 100 per cent city responsibility--which they are not 
willing to undertake. Eleven States, approximately 24 per cent, indicated 
they were not knowledgeable enough to comment intelligently about the 
implications. Three of these States said that the Federal Government should 
supply them with vital information concerning the program, and a few insisted 
that it was particularly the responsibility of certain Federal preserva- 
tion agencies to disseminate special reports on the unique implications of 
the program. Only four of the 46 States, about 9 per cent, were actually 
aware of examples where revenue sharing funds had been expended for preser- 
vation purposes. In Missouri, since it is the policy of the State's 

General Assembly to utilize revenue sharing for capital improvements, a 
$6,000 appropriation was approved for the restoration of Lohmen's Landing, 

a National Register property. In Wheeling, West Virginia, revenue sharing 
money was being used to renovate Independence Hall and to repair and paint 
the Philippi Coverd Bridge. 


In spite of a success story, such as Seattle's use of $600,000 in revenue 
sharing money to establish a revolving fund for historic preservation pur- 
poses, the obvious conclusion is that most of the experience has been negative. 
Executive decision-makers are simply not using revenue sharing funds to 

benefit the cause of historic preservation. When final tabulations are made, 
a complete report based on the questionnaire will be prepared and distributed. 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST 


FEDERAL AGENCY PROCEDURES 
Department of Transportation 


Department of Transportation Procedures for Constdering Environmental 
Impaets were published in the September 30, 1974, Federal Register. The 
procedures set forth the Department's process for assessing the environ- 
mental effects of its projects and fulfilling its responsibilities under 

the National Environmental Protection Act. Included as part of this assess- 
ment is compliance with the Council's review process under the National 


Historic Preservation Act and Executive Order 11593 (Attachment 2, Section 5). 
Federal Highway Admintstratton 


Federal Highway Administration's Design Approval and Environmental Impact 
statement was published Monday, December 2, 1974, in the Federal Register. 
i@ statement outlines the procedures for conducting environmental impact 
view of Federal-aid Highways and includes material on evaluating the 

mpact on historic resources and complying with Section 106 and Executive 
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Federal Communications Comnisston 


December 19, 1974, the Federal Communications Commission published in the 
Federal Register its new rules for compliance with the National Environmental 
Protection Act. They prescribe guidelines for FCC fulfillment of its en- 
vironmental responsibilities under NEPA as well as its historic preservation 
responsibilities under the National Historic Preservation Act and Executive 
Order 11593. 


U.S. Forest Service 


The Forest Service published its Guidelines for the Preparation of Envtron- 
mental Statements in the Federal Register of October 30, 1974. Similar in 
scope and purpose to those issued by the Department of Transportation, the 
Forest Service guidelines also require consideration of impacts on historic 
and cultural properties. 


Department of Housing and Urban Development 


Published December 12 in the Federal Register were Interim Regulations on 
Comprehenstve Planning Asststance, implementing the amendments of the Community 
Development Act of 1974. While effective immediately, interested persons are 
encouraged to submit written comments by February 10, 1975, for consideration 
in the preparation of the final regulations. Section 600.66 deals with 
historic preservation considerations. 


HANDBOOKS, GUIDES, REPORTS 


Historte Preservation; A Handbook for Architecture Students, by Marsha 
Glenn (Washington, D.C., American Institute of Architects, 1974). 


This handbook was developed by Marsha Glenn as one of four 1974 AIA scholars 
on a summer internship. The purpose of the study is to provide a better 


understanding of the architect's role in the field of historic preservation by 
describing organizations involved at the national and international level. 

The study is divided into three parts. Part I outlines the typical 

structure of State, regional, and local organizations; Part II defines the 
necessary training for a restoration architect and notes where such training 


may be obtained; Part III presents an annotated bibliography of additional 
information. 


Environmental Poltey Law and Administration: A Guide to Advanced Study, 

by Lynton K. Caldwell and Toufiq A. Siddiqui (Bloomington, Indiana, Environ- 
mental Studies Program, School of Public and Environmental Affairs, Indiana 
University, June 1974). 


This large 595-page volume, essentially bibliographic, is a guide to the 
study of the institutional arrangements and political processes by which 
human society manages natural systems and resources and attempts to recon— 
cile its demands upon the natural world. Application to historic preserva- 
tion is considered in Part II, "Environment as a Policy Issue: Origins - 
Characteristics - Implications," under the section "Environmental Health 
and Human Habitation." 


A Gutde to Federal Programs: Programs and Activities Related to Historic 
Preservatton (Washington, D.C., National Trust for Historic Preservation 1974). 


A project of the National Trust for Historic Preservation in cooperation with 
the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and the Legislative Reference 
Service and the Library of Congress, this volume is a companion to the 1972 
publication A Guide to State Programs. The Guide covers activities directly 
related to historic research and the preservation of properties and includes 
additional programs and activities that might be of possible benefit or in- 
terest to persons working in these fields. Containing 229 catalogue entries 
the book covers programs, services and activities of 49 permanent departments, 
agencies, boards, and commissions as of June 30, 1974. 


The Costs of Sprawl (Washington, D.C., Council on Environmental Quality, 
the Department of Housing and Urban Development, and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, 1974). 


The report analyzes the economic, environmental, natural resource, and 
social costs on alternative residential development patterns at the neighbor- 
hood and community levels. The wealth of data and documentation makes the 
Study a valuable reference item. Printed in three parts, this report is 
available from the Government Printing Office. 

The Costs of Svrawl: Executive Summary Stock No. 4111-00023, .565 


The Costs of Sprawl: Detatled Analysis tf " 4111-0002 2.90 
(includes the Executive Summary) 
The Costs of Sprawl: Ltterature Review a " 4111-00022 3.25 


The Fifth Annual Report of the Counetl on Environmental Quality (Washington 
D.C., U.S. Government Printing Office, 1974). Stock No. 4000-00327, $5.20 


A chapter devoted to land use, "The Way in Which We Use Our Land Determines 
the Way in Which our Society Functions," is developed under the headings: 
Effects of Development; Development Stimulants; and Land Use Controls. 


Report of the National Estate (Canberra, Australian Government Publishing 
Service, 1974). 


The Interim Advisory Committee on the National Estate, which the Australian 
government set up as a result of this report, has recently completed 
formulating its proposals for a permanent statutory body to be established 
to preserve and enhance the Australian heritage--both natural and cultural. 


The Protection of Cultural Property: Handbook of Nattonal Legislatton, 
compiled by Bonnie Burnham (International Council of Museums, 1974). 


The Handbook was prepared by ICOM under a research grant from the Brooklyn 
Museum, New York, and published under a grant from the Smithsonian Insti- 
tution, Washington, D.C. It is meant to be used primarily by museums and 
collectors for the direction of their acquisition policies. It can be 
extended by governments seeking to make comparative studies of laws in 
order to prepare new legislation and also to archaeologists, anthropolo- 
gists, and other field workers as a guide to the field research policies 
of the different countries. Hopefully, the book will aid in combatting 
the alarming increase in the illicit traffic in works of art and cultural 
properties. 


PUBLICATION HONORS 


Two persons intimately connected with the Advisory Council have received 

an Award of Merit from the American Association for State and Local History. 
These awards are given each year for excellence of accomplishment in pro- 
grams in State, provincial, and local history. 


Council member Mayhew W. (Pat) Dodson received his award for "a career of 
devotion to the cause of Florida and Pensacola history, historic preserva- 
tion and restoration." 


Staff member Robert S. Gamble received an award "for an attractive, well- 
researched approach to preservation documentation as exemplified by the 
book Sully." From frontier to plantation, through the Civil War years and 
up to the time it was saved from demolition by the construction of Dulles 
International Airport, the story of Sully reflects nearly three centuries 
of social and economic development in one of the most historic areas of 

the United States. Sully: The Btography cf a House is available from the 
Sully Foundation, Box 371, Herndon, Virginia 22070, for $7.50. 


INTERNATIONAL CENTRE COMMITTEE MEETING 


The International Centre Committee met in Washington, D.C., November 19, 
1974. This meeting concluded the tenure as chairman of James Biddle, 
President, National Trust for Historic Preservation. Paul N. Perrot, 
Assistant Secretary of Museum Programs, Smithsonian Institution, will 
assume the rotating chairmanship for the coming two years. Mrs. Eleanor 
Freeborn Bennett, of San Antonio, Texas, will represent the Advisory 
Council on the committee and will serve also on the executive committee. 
An ad hoe committee consisting of Charles van Ravenswaay, Sheldon Keck, 
Edward Gilbert, Ernest Connally, and Paul Perrot was named to study the 
International Centre Committee program, as well as the broader context of 
its relationship to other international conservation institutions and 
cultural organizations. Summaries of various other reports presented at 
the meeting are summarized below. 


WATIONAL CONSERVATION ADVISORY COUNCIL 


The National Conservation Advisory Council was organized in November 

of 1973, to provide a forum for planning and cooperation among the insti- 
tutions and programs concerned with conservation of cultural property, to 
assess national needs in training, research and publications, and to seek 
ways to meet these needs. Membership was composed, but not limited to, rep- 
resentatives of the International Centre Committee. New additions, reported 
Edward Gilbert, chairman of the executive committee, are the National 
Archives, the Newberry Library, and the Washington Regional Conservation 
Guild. Study committees covering education and training, regional 

centers, research and publications and membership have conducted surveys, 
during this first year, and prepared position papers and recommendations. 
Preliminary guidelines for planning and organizing a regional conserva- 

tion center have been developed. The executive secretary has visited the 
West Coast and Hawaii contacting institutions that are often by-passed 
because of geographical distance. The special concerns of institutions 

and organizations responsible for the conservation of paper have been 
recognized and will be an important aspect of the Council's over-all 
purpose. A report on the state of conservation in the United States is 
expected to be published by the end of calendar year 1975. 


POLISH-AMERICAN SEMINAR 


The cultural exchange seminar sponsored by the International Centre Com- 
mittee of the Advisory Council and hosted by the National Museum and the 
Office of Historic Monuments of the Polish Ministry of Culture and Art, 
was completed October 8-25, 1974. Program participants included American 
professionals in preservation/conservation, architecture, urban design, 
building restoration, landscape architecture, city planning, and the law, 
several being members of the International Centre Committee. The report 
to the Committee noted that the Polish people are intensely committed to 
preservation--perhaps growing out of their experiences during World War II 
when the Nazis attempted the total extinction of their culture. This com- 
mitment is evidenced by the funding for cultural programs, which is 


significantly greater than that in the United States and includes govern- 
ment funding as well as a system for private donations. Poland has a 
central planning system in which cultural values are considered at the 
earliest stages of project planning. Disagreements are settled in-house 
at the highest level, with very little public input in decision making. 

To solve the problem as to which period to restore a building, one period 
is often chosen with details from other periods retained and incorporated 
into the restoration. A published report on the U.S.-Polish exchange will 
be prepared and circulated to preservationists during the coming year. 


INTERNATIONAL CENTRE TRAINING 


The following students have been accepted for training courses for 1975: 

Tom Taylor, architectural historian, Office of Archeology and Historic 
Preservation, to the Architectural Conservation course: Henry Newton and 
Portia Paradise, conservators, to the Mural Paintings Conservation course. 
Professor John Simmons, chairman, Department of Art and Art History, and 
director of the College Art Collection, Drury College, Springfield, Missouri, 
will participate in an individualized study program in the conservation of 
paintings. Alfred Staehli, a student in the Architectural Conservation 
course in 1973, will work on a conservation preservation program on a grant 
awarded by the National Endowment for the Arts. 


SYMPCSIUM ON CONCRETE PRESERVATION 


A syrposium on the Restoration of Historic Concrete Structures is scheduled 
for April 9 and 10, 1975, in Boston Massachusetts, as part of the annual 
meeting of the American Concrete Institute with additional sponsorship by 
the Association for Preservation Technology, the National Park Service, 

and tne National Trust for Historic Preservation. 


PRESERVATION OF ARCHITECTURAL RECORDS 


The Committee for the Preservation of Architectural Records reports in its 
iecer er 1974 Newsletter: The Committee, sponsored by the Architectural 
League of New York, nas rece ved a grant of $5,000 from the New York State 
Ccuncil on the Arts to prepare a union catalogue of collections of archi- 
tectural drawings and records in the New York City area. As a step towards 
the development of a pilot records center in New York City and a nation- 
wide system for coordirating such activities, the Committee publishes a 
quarterly newsletter describing the efforts made throughout the nation to 
save and index such records. Project director is Catha Grade Rambusch. 
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A Freudian slip? A recent communication from a Federal agency to the 
Adviscry Council was addressed: 


Advtsory Council on Historic Prevention 
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THE 93RD CONGRESS IN RETROSPECT 


On December 21, 1974, the 93rd Congress adjourned. While overshadowed 

by more spectacular events, historic preservation, nevertheless, made 
ereae strices in 1973-74... In fact, the record of legislative achiev- 
ment in historic preservation is possibly unequalled by any previous 
Congress. Five major laws were enacted. The significance of these laws 
derives primarily from the use of historic preservation methods to 
achieve broader community goals, reflecting Congressional recognition of 
the evolving role of preservation in dealing with contemporary social and 
economic questions. 


P.L. 93-54 -~ Amendment to the Nattonal Historie Preservatton Act 


Signed July 1, 1973, the Act authorizes the continuance of the National 
Historic Preservation Act grants programs for three additional years. 
Funding levels are authorized at $15,600,000 for FY 1974, $20,000,000 

for FY 1975, and $24,400,000 for FY 1976. Additional provisions author- 
ize continued funding of United States membership in the International 
Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of Cultural 
Property and continue the existence of the Advisory Council through 1985. 


P.L. 93-291 - Historical and Archeologtcal Preservation Act of 1974 


Enacted May 24, 1974, the Act is directed to the preservation of historical 
and archeological data that would otherwise be lost as a result of Federal 
construction or other federally licensed activities. It authorizes the 
Secretary of Interior, or the agency itself, to undertake recovery, pro- 
tection, and preservation of such data. Where the Federal government 
financially aids in activity that may cause irreparable damage, the 
Secretary of the Interior may survey the data and undertake recovery and 
preservation. When the activity takes place on private lands, the Secre- 
tary must compensate the owner for any resultant delays or loss of use of 
the land. P.L. 93-291 presents two major innovations over previous laws. 
First, Federal, federally assisted, and federally licensed projects are 
now subject to Federal survey and recovery programs; whereas, only Federal 
dam projects were previously covered. Secondly, the law authorizes the 
expenditure of project funds for survey, analysis, recovery, and preserva- 
tion. Up to 1 per cent of project funds may be used, although the limita- 
tion does not apply where the total project is less than $50,000. 


P.L. 938-383 - Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 


Enacted August 22, 1974, the Act replaces the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) categorical grant programs that previously funded 
urban renewal, planning, and other federally assisted community development 
activities with a comprehensive block grant program to take effect on 
January 1, 1975. Local governments are authorized, at their own discretion, 


alg| 


to program funds for a broad range of community development activities, 
including the acquisition, rehabilitation, preservation, and restoration 
of historic properties. The Act provides $8.4 billion through FY 1977, 
to be allocated among metropolitan cities, urban counties, other units 
of local government, and States in accordance with a complex formula. 


The Act provides other incentives to historic preservation. Title IV 
amends the existing Section 701 comprehensive planning grant authori- 
zation to provide grants for the specified purpose of making surveys 

of historically significant properties, consistent with criteria for 

the National Register program. Such surveys are intended to provide the 
basis for a "balanced and effective" local historic preservation program. 


The Act also incorporates the urban homesteading concept, authorizing 

HUD to transfer dwellings to which it holds title to State or local 
governments for homesteading programs. Such properties would be conveyed 
to persons who, after three years occupancy and rehabilitation of the 
property to local health and safety standards, would acquire full title 
to the property. (See page 3 for additional discussion of this Aet.} 


P.L. 93-449 - Emergency Home Purchase Assistance Act of 1974 


Signed October 18, 1974, the Act is designed to provide needed residential 
mortgage credit, but it also authorizes Federal guarantees for loans to 
finance the restoration or rehabilitation of residential structures in- 
cluded in, or certified by, the Secretary of the Interior as eligible for 
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. The law authorizes 
loans of up to $15,000 for a term of up to fifteen years. The provision 
for loan guarantees was originally included in the President's 1971 
Environmental Program, 


P.L. 93-496 AMTRAK Improverent Act of 1974 


Signed October 28, 1974, the Act includes an amendment that grew out of 
the National Conference on the Reuse of Railroad Stations co-sponsored by 
the Advisory Council during July 1974. The historic preservation features 
include declaration of an AMTFAK policy of giving preference to using 
railroad stations of historical and architectural significance, and 
establishment of a program of converting railroad stations into intermodal 
terminals and adaptively using the stations for nontransportation purposes. 
The Act authorizes a demonstration program of not less than three stations 
that are on the National Register to be adapted as transportation centers. 
Funding is permitted at a $15 million level on a 60-40 matching basis with 
the recipient. An additional $10 million on the same terms is authorized 
to fund the preservation of threatened stations pending the development of 
reuse plans and to stimulate States, localities, and private parties to 
adapt railroad stations for intermodal terminals and/or civic and cultural 
centers. 


See Appendix I for the Legislative chart of historic preservation bills. 
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SECTION 106 AND EXECUTIVE ORDER 11593 COMPLIANCE CASES 


New 
Pending 


Closed 


Section 106 


50 


226 


2/2) 


Executive Order 11593 


20 


Closing date for reporting was December 15, 1974. See Appendix II 


complete listing of cases. 
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